Indwelling catheter care: dispelling the misconceptions.
Long-term indwelling catheters often are incorrectly used and managed. Nurses insert and manage catheters, yet studies have shown that most nurses have limited scientific knowledge in the area of catheters and their care. This article will review the Agency for Health Care Policy and Research guidelines for recommended catheter use and suggest troubleshooting tips for catheter-related problems. The problems of infection, catheter selection and size, urinary leakage, encrustation, catheter blockage, and inadvertent catheter removal will be addressed. Patient and caregiver education tips also will be listed.